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Februas? or March

lly Femln1st Theology' .

'FEIt{IilfST fHEOLOGII " Those two te:ms are praotleally household. con-

paalons these deys so,whlle assoolatlng then bothered. Ee a b1t three

months ago, I had. no ld.ea thet by thls tlme f worrld flnd. tbeu to be

lnaoapatlble, -antlthet lca1.

My eoacept of femlnlEu shouts loud.Ly and. c1earIy, 'lncIuslveness. o

It 1E ba.sed. not eLone 1n the ifreory of eqrra]'lty of romen a^nd. uen ln
the po1ltlca1r econonler soclaI and. sp1r1tua,l sphera but extend.s

beyord. the huuasr faotors to lnvo3.ve a oonce:=r for the tota.11ty of
11f e.

.rut Eheo1ogy he,s verT d.lfferent attrlbuteg. lty lnerlcan DlEttonary

Says 'Theology 1s the seleace nhlch treats of God.. E[s re].atlons

to the unlverEe.' {nat Ia ny er;lerlence God. rras exc3,uslve1y EaI.e.*

lloreover, he esta,bHsheA a hlera"rchleal orrd.er of laeqr:a11ty'a3d.

d.onlnance 1n whlch I and. ny slsters were ].ess tllan fu11y huuanr.

Sor 1n 1lght of the lnconslstenoles of Fenlnlsn and. fheo].ogy, I
ask you to Joln By ses:rch for the root of Ey fealnlEt ethos--ay

femlnlst be1lefs. Anrl f raat to ad.d., rlght off , tllat th1s €!B€!-

lense of 'seeklng rootE has brotrght ue fece to fa,ce rlth uy d.evelop-

lng sease of se].f 1n a surprlslng, revelatory and even frlghtenlng
ray. I found" that u5n-past opened. up. ln a broad.er vlew and. ny r:srd.er-

etand.lng of how I relate to the ULTII,IAIE has been c?rangl:rg at a

;tart11ng speed.
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Frou thls vantage polnt 1t appeers tllat f sa,ue to ny femlnlet be-

Ilcfs at blrth. The root of uy fe@lntst concepts 11es ln ny ch1ld.-
? +--Jr^-- 

^^- --L--- ? ---' \-/hood. belng. I grer up oa an Irvt lara fars rhere I was a prt of
the vastness of the earth a$d. sky, I rsas a chlLd. of the s6r11. rho

often racrd.ered. alsne 1n the roo41and., auldst the grorl.ng gratn, con-

fortab3.e rl.th soI,ltr:d.e. .S senge of euphorla cones over n'e a,E I see

her 1n ay u1nril s eyc and. re11ve her yeannlng to be'tntertlrUee tn
the forees of Ilfe. She IrurBl as I belleve each sIus-ll shlId" poten-

tlal].y ls' a femlnlst. Sbe ca.red. for a].]. of Ilfe--for the eosuos

as she peroeived. lt.

Eer sptrtt 1s stl1l mlnel It ls the root, the ess€lrcsr of, uy belng

ln splte of the suffocettou that that splrlt srrffered. orer the years

frou thE sradd,llng--3he reap.plrg and. lrep,p1nA--thst elrcasd. Ef sense

of-aelf as f aceepted" uore otd, more of soclety's preecrlpttoas for
belng a womao, la our culture

Searehlag Ey Eeuo$r f,or the root of try eurenrt bellefs' has brorrght

me cloEer to her tlra:r I hsrre been for more t?ra.n foif a eantur5r. A

reoccl;rnrift"efrflahooa Arean fras eoae sfrarpfy to ufna. msii after
alght 1n thet *pne d.rean a rralthr a ghost of ayseIf, 1n forn onlJrr ran

frou Ber-ran oqt of +r!A ahead, of ra as I rtrlked. the ea,?re spot on

the saue roEd., It, ny rral-thl rlrorolng llghtf.yr g,laoet d,rlftlng,
*ent up the sa,Be rood.ed. h111 a'rd baceae Eore and. uore nebulous as lt
aptrrroe.ohed. the crest. Ihen Lt d.lssolved. tnto vepor,

!{hs,t a portentll 3a apparltlon of myseLf-Ey e=aet llkeaess-often
consld.ered. an ouen of d.eeth. I d.lda't !s1or wha.t to nake of lt then

but I nor be1.leve that I ras e=perleaolng a, fo:m of d.eath. FIy ch11d.-

hood. sp1r1t ras be!.ng suffoeated.-stlff1d. by the d.ark shrorrd of

acaaltum.tlon,
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From early on the oulture tolcl ne nhst 1t neant to be ne. .That ls

_-the way fre na&e "hurtrens' of sur ehlld.ren. Al-J. of our 1nst1tut1ons,

;he falal].yr schools, ehureh and. our cotrBullltles are In oo].Luslon to

rake the baslc assumptlons of our soelety beeome fact as we 1l.ve

out our Llves

I embraoed soclety's d.eflnitlon of reaLlty as 1f ny I1f e d.epend.ed. on

lt--dld.n't you? DIy free-floa,tlng ehl1cl rmas eanrght up 1n nld.westerzr

eoaselrratlsm, both secular and. sacred.. There uras that a].l seelng and

a].]. Ioaorvlng na3.e d.elty, whlte beanrrl and. f].owlng robes rastlrrg, I
thoughtr much rralrrablg tlre peerlng: olrer my should.er.

At alght I salf,, 'So* I Iay ue d.omr to sleep" and Lat€r ollr ln ny

early teensr I 'hlt the sanydust trat]." as one of those canght up

ln the BtLLy Sund.ay sreep for eonverslon.' Wha't a conceptl EE

tlrrough thtE reblrthr Fou3.d. laalre ue better. Hy uterlne blrth
frou ay uother, a rouan, rtE lnad.equate.

Uel].r lt Ald.tr't take" f maE the same Laoile the aest norsrlng and.

rhen I. s3.5.pped. out of thelr harrd.s la IVew Lake as f ruas belng totally
tnnas3ssd at baptlsrn, I d.ec1Ced fi1ert I was rho].].y reJeeted. by the CBEAS

FAfffiB ard. ehurch and. theo].ogy becane a very perlpheral- part of ry
I"lfe.

But the olcl dogna ls very porer:fnJ-. f d.ld.n't d.are rlsk ny chltd.ren's

fate so they rere ctrrlstened. (Just ln case) at the l{ethodlEt Church

nearby. When they ?rere oId, enor:gh for Srrnd.ay School. re reat seareh-

lng for 'soalethlng better" ln M1naeapolls where re had. recently aoved.

lhe l]n1versa11st Chrrrch there r{ag a f1nd. for us. Eere ras a Iovlng

God.. fha,t vlrrd.lctlrre God. thet would. oonslgn anyoae to heLL hail been

pushed as1d.e. ?he eo,otlone.I1sa of the revlva3. had. d.lsappeared..



I{er ny husband. qnd. T, cElue lato llnlversaltsm an4 u1tltrately lnto
the nergEd d.eaoulnatlonE--the llUf--through the Errnd.ay School d.oor.

lfe stayed. ln the l-orer reglons--the lunday Eg[s6]-- as teachers,

for a anrnber of years. I belleva that wherr,much Ieter, ra add.ed.

ou:r BaneE to the nembershlp Llet rer ln ef,fect, Jolaed. the tate].-
3.ectual eoununlty tlzat harl butl.t up around. the atnlster and also
the eoaEept of soela1 Gone€rn' evetrr soo1a1 sctlon' that llnlversa,l.-

lsu represesoted. 1n our nlrrd.s;

My lnvolvenent 1n the d.enomlraa,tlon lnErea,sed. after re aorred., 1n

the late t60's,to the Boston area. By etrance I net l,tary Lou Thomp-

son erd. before long I was lavo3-ved. ln a perlphelEL Bay lrl ed.ltlnA

Volcee of the liler FeulnLss. I served. for a tlne sr the Board sf tha

I{omenre Fed.eratlon rhere ttre r:nd.er1y!.ng basls for orrr eument de-

noalrat!.orel" lnvolverent rlth Wouerr and Bellgtoa ras belng d.ere1oped...

f attend.ed. ny flrst Geneml AEsenbly ln Da-LLas elght or alae years

ago a.rad. sby,!-y fol.l.orred Corlnae Van Alstlne arormd as she portrayed.

GLaa Bartoa abd. prononnaed. Eoue of, her fenlnlst statenents. Ehe

IrIrtIF was al.so lnslstrlrg thet ua1e eatered. gend.er t*mE be removed,

fron tfrt Ufn klnolp1es and. By-trs.wg" that's aer? Orrr acttvlty rras

then, eE 1t la lror, rooted. tn our lrast, fhe stoqy of our fore-
uothers need.s to be' honored. aad. oherlEhed..

FrEa tb+ tllae ore I hs,ve rsrtsed.-to s*ke.*-p1ace rtthln'IRIA ldiesLogy

for euerglng femlntst pereeptlons. fha.t ls not easy. Nen u:nd.er-

stared.l.ngs orlg:1natl,ng eJcong !.rd.1v1.d.ueLs, pertlcu,lerly auong womerr

1n the persrd.o not enJoy elther the atteatlon or the ste,tue of

ld.eas propound.ed. by cred.entlaLled. professlonels 1n the pu].ptt.
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Ihree years ago last January rhen I penaed. the flrst tentatlve yer-

-_ 
slon of the resolutloa lster tttled. "lfouen and. BeLlglon' f ras con-

vlnced" that a pla,ee eouId be esta,bllshed. ln our IIUA .urd.erstand.Lng

for womea's euerglng splr1tua,llty. I hoaestly be3.1eved. that we

could. shorr llary Da].y th:,it. eontra,ry to her perceptlons of UU1Eu,

we rould. uLtr.matelyr even very Boortr be ab].e to say to d.lsencharted.

wonen of other falths--'Come r:nto us, there ls room here. o et that
tlue f flas a be1lever 1a'the poss1bl11ty of revlslontsuJ

!I3r .eureat splrltnal und.erstand.lng has beea lnfluenced. greatly

by tnslghts t}aet. heve eoae frour d.e/:rtng ileeply lnto fenlnlst
thought and. especlally tato femlalst anal.ysle of patrlarehal theo-

to5l1[. Our slsters are out therer lnte11eotua1lzlng +na sharlrrg.

They are .crltlquelng the patrlareha,l assrrmptlons that und.er11e

every d.leclpllae.

In the early '7A'8, €tthough I d.td.a't then perselve rhat I r,ras

d.olr:g, I began tearlreg apart the sl:roud. of ].lfe-Iong acoultu:na-

tloar unnrapplrrg the oocodn of patrlarchal perceptlonE la rhlch

uy rhole und.erstand.lng a:ad. ny s€rrS€-of-se3.f hed. becoue so tlght1.y

ensnared.. I began reachlng"forr nourlshlng ard, nor passlonately

d.ereloplng tbe sE3.f of my chl1dhood..

I eanr,t say how gratefirl I an to lrave 11ved. to partlctpate 1n the

batterlng et the gates of patrlarchal. hnorled.ge-the only loeor-

ledge that unt1I receatly hes been e,va11ab1e to any of us, rhether

tren or roEElJr. .6nd. I boaor a].L of those rho rork so conaltedl-y

aot only to heLp us peroelve oxlr ronao-selves as fu11y huuan but

to d.evelop patterns of thor:ght thst brlng hope of a soclety that

uovea toward. the norrrlshnent of Llfe and. not tolrarrl g1oba1 d.es-

trtrctlon.
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Indeed'r so Eeanllrgfrrl have beea the lnelghts of our ststers ln
helpln8 Ee' lecove? ry chtLd.hsod. splrlt thet I consld.ered. taeklng

my entlre stateneat here tod.ay by d.eveLoplag a huge'Bontege. -/
Ehe bEcleEound. of that plcture rould. hase bean the feqale syabol-
a large elrsLe above rlth crossed. antrs ettached. be].or, F:rou. the
orossed. a,Lns , the root seettonr rrorrld. have beeu grorrtng: e uesh
of rootletsr lnd.lcatLng vlgorous gronth a4f113.lag the elreler
even sp1L11ns orrer the e6,ges arrd. staekug one on top of the
otherrroul.d, herre been the naraes of the uany wonerrrand. hopefr:lly
thelr plctures a,ccompanled. by stateaents, that have broqght Epee-

141 laslghts to ue as I have sought to resover Ey chl1d.hood. splr-
1t. r vtew ths,t erlrreaslon-tha,t noatege- ES slmbollc of the
aourlshlng oowunlty that f seek-the shared- susterrEl,noe of our
rronertr E aupper.


