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REACHING POR ! ~ CONSCIOUSNESS 

I HAVE LOOBBD PORWARD TO BEING HERE TODAY NOT ONLY BECAUSE I THINK 

OF CALIFORNIA AS THE LAND OF THE ETERNAL REDWOODS, TOWERING SNOW

CAPPED MOUNTAINS, GOBGBOUS LAND SCAPES AND SEASCAPES AND WARMTH

WARMTH, BUT ALS~ELIEVE IT OR NOT. BECAUSE I THINK OF CALIFORNIA AS 

EARTHQUAKE COUNTRY. BEST ASSURED, I HAVE NO INTENTION 01' DWELLING ON 

THE FAULTS,· OF YOUR STATE ALTHOUGH I UNDERSTAND THAT THERE ARE 
~ -', 

MANY-ONE ,EVEN. VERY NEARBY .-{ RAYWARD~;""''''~~''' 

'EARTHQUAKES J THE GEOLOGICAL SHIFTS THAT ARB A PACT OF LIPB FOR YOU, 

MAY HAVE UNACKNOWLEDGED BENEPITS FOR THOSE OF YOU WHO LIVE DANGER

OUSLY BY CHOICE. ACCEPTANCE OF THE CONSTANT POSSIBILITY OF SHIPTING 

TERRAIN MAY , WELL ESTABLISH A MIND SET-AN OPENNESS-THAT EMBRACES 

UNCEBTAINTY AND CHANGE. SENSING THAT THE G1lOUND WDRE YOU STAND MAY 

SHIFT AT ANY TIg MUST MAKE IT EASIER TO ACCEPT , TO COMPB.lm.END, 

THE FACT THAT A SRIFT OR A CHANGE AT TBE BASIC LEVEL OF HOW WE 
h .. ",-;N w-...." 

PERCEIVE, CONCEPTUALIZE, IS _ BEARING DOWN UPON US: LIVI~ln 

THE THREAT OF EARTHQUAd~ ~O~~·~T~~:~~;cip;~~~~;;i·,';~ 
CHANGE. YOUR WILLINGNES~ TO EMBRACE THE NEW AGE. 

TRADITIONALISTS BACK EAST DO NOT ALWAYS SEE THIS EMBRACING OF CHANGE 

AS SUCH A GREAT VIRTUE, BUT I DO. I THINK 01' MYSELF AS A .J'UTURIST \ 

AND TllAT NAME "LONGVIEW" WIUCR YOU MAY !lAVE WONDBI!I!D ABOUT INCLUDES I 
THAT. "LONGVIEW" CAME FROM MY SUBCONSCIOUS AND ATTACHED ITSELF TO 

ME NE ABLY POUR YEARS AGO AND I AM ONLY NOW BEGINNING TO OWN IT. 

AFTER .ALL OF THESE YEARS OF IGNORING AND SQUELCHING MY INNER VOICE 

,--. ,IT IS A SCARY l'URN~ AROUND TO CLAIM TO POWER OF NAMING FOR THE 
I 

I 



v:l 
DPOWEllING- ACT TlAT IT IS. OWNING "LONGVIEW" IS A NAMING OF MY 

BEING AND HI BECOMING-ENCOMPASSING MOBE THAN MY PAST; INCLUDING ALSO 

MY PERCEPTION, OF tq)SELP AS A FUTURIS'n. 

AS A FUTURIST I BELIEVE WITH THOSE WHO CLAIM THAT A DEEP UNDERLYING 

SHIFT IN THE ENTIRE .lULTURE IS TAKING PLACE.. THE MOBE I AM OPEN 

TO SUCR A CHANGE, THE MORE I LOOK FOB EVIDENCE OF IT. THE 'MOD PEOPLE 

I PIND WHO ARE WRITING ABOUT IT. THE POLLOWING QUOTATION IS TAKEN 

FROM THE JACKET TO MARILYN FEBGUSONS "THE AQUARIAN CONSPIBACY

PERSONAL AND SOCIAL TRANSFODATION IN THE <!.,9$O'Sf "A GREAT SHUDDER

ING, IRREVOCABLE SHIFT IS OVERTAKING US. ~T IS NOTA NEW POLITICAL, 

RELIGIOUS, OR ECONOMIC SYSTEM. IT IS A NEW MIND-A TURNABOUT IN 

CONSCIOUSNESS IN CRITICAL NUMBERS OF INDIVIDUALS, A NETWORK POWER

FUL ENOUGH TO BRING ABOUT RADICAL CHANGE IN OUR CULTURE". 

THIS CONCERN FOR CHANGING MYTHS OF REALITY IS NOT EXACTLY NEW ro ME. 

OVER TWO DECADES AGO I WAS A MEMBER OF AN EXPLORATIVE EDUCATIONAL 

PROJEC'l' AT THE UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA. TWENTY WOMEN BETWEEN THE 

AGES OF 27AND 72 WERE ENROLLED IN WHAT WE CALLED OUR RETREAD PROGRAM, 

I WAS NURTURED IN AND STIMULATED BY THAT PROGRAM OVER A PERIOD OF 

SIX YEARS BUT A QUESTION BY ONE OF THE PROFESSORS HAS STAYED WITH 

ME. FOLLOWING A REVIEW OF DEVELOPMENTS IN HISTORY THAT HAVE SHAKEN 

MAN'S SENSE OF HIMSELF HE ASKED, "WHAT IS MU GIVING UP NOW?" I MEAN 
~~~ 't"''->I~- ~V~,!\.~ v-'" -.. ~"r\:,~.,j., Ax c...JL..'1.__ '''i.~'' .~,,>~.;,k. li". --1\,.i, t"f""",~t.::>'~4",-r:,~\-

TO SAY "MAN". MAN WAS FOR US,,""rDN t LESS TRAN TWBNTY lEAllS AGO, THE 

MODEL HUMAN'. IT WAS HIS CULTURE THAT WE STUDIED AND HIS RECOBD OF 

'rlUT CULTURE PROVIDED THE MATERIALS WE STUDIED-THE INDOCTRINATION 

WE RECEIVED. 

FOR A DECADE I OPT ASKING MYSELF: "WHAT AU WE GIVINGY? NOl(?"
-I-e, I'~ 't"l":'~ ... 

THE REVIEW HAD SHOWN HOW RAPIDLY CHANGE WAS COMING. PGH-·HOW LONG 

NO c& KNQWS~MAN' S WORLD -THE EAaTH-WAS FOR HIM. t FLAT AND THE 



i 

-c........ 

-i \1 

~ J -ro ! 
-t. . l.? ~ .i d rl kJ"$! \C.'t 

.'* ~3 c-- .... 
THE CENTER OF THE UNIVERSE. IN THE LATE 15TH CENTURY COLUMBUS DID• 

'--' NOT SAIL 01'1' THE EDGE OF TO EARTH NOR DID HE REACH '!'BE EAST 13k r\1~~ 
yt 0-\.""'~1 . \..•v"'" 

SAILING WEST BUT ONLY BECAUSE 'l'UU WltS A SLIGHT BARRIER IN THE.i·· .. 

WAY: IN THE EARLY 16TH CENTURY COPERNICAN ASTRONOMY CHANGED BAN'S 
.£:,.~ N"""" \ c..:;:VII' n .....-( 

COSMOCENTRIC VISION. MAN'S HOME-HA13ITAT-WAsrMEBELY ONE OF SEVERAL 

PLANE'l'S THAT CIItCLEl) ONE OF AN UNLIM.ITED NlJMBER OF SUNS. OF COURSE 

THAT KIND OF NEWS DIDN't '1' SPREAD LIKE WILDFIRE AND THE HUMAN ADJUSTMENT 
4-.. ~.~~~-

IS STILL IN PROCESS. 

BUT MAN HAD SOMETHING TO FALL BACK ON. HE HAD ALREADY MYTBED HIM

SELF INTO HAVIN<1: BEEN DIVINELY CREATED IN GOD'S IMAGE AND AT THE 

TOP OF A HIE~~C~FCf";.. ~~ WITH ALL OTHER LIFl£ FORMS BELOW. BUT 

THAT SECURITY';wfSPUT INTO DOUBT WITH THE PUBLISHING , IN 1859, 


OF DAll~I.·S "OJ;nG,IN OF S7ECIE§, BY NATURAlt S,~I:!yrI?N". <Sv,': ( 'vy,. ~ 

1'" <:.... t...,t..\,\...\.J2.~ 1 ~ N ~ rl-~.¥"¥",,-..-......... &t y", r....·iL.<} .. ,........ ~'l.P U.· ~ ~. 


J'"*~1iE¥~NT~RAT~T~CO~ OF EVOLUTION? NO WAY' EVEN NOW 
"'. , . ..... 

CREATIONISM IS BATTLING FOR THE MINDS OF OUR YOmlH. BUT FROM 

THE BEGINNING OF THIS CONTROVERSY MAN TOOK SOLACE IN THE FACT THAT 
. ,,"~ 

BE KNEW MORE ABOUT HIMSELF THAN DID ANYONE ELSE. 

WE CAN SEE HOW THE TEMPO OF CHANGING PERCEPTIONS WAS SPEEDING UP-
. I~~ ~~~ 

HOW MAN" PUSH FOR NEW INSIGHTS WAS SHREDDING HIS WO~LD VIEW. 

FREUD AND OTHER PSYCHOLOGISTS WERE CAUSING MAN TO QUESTION HIS OWN 
.' ~ 

\.J""~ 
SELF KNOWLEDGE AND ANTHROPOLOGY WAS MAKING MAN'S CLAIM ON ETHNIC 

SUPERIORITY A QUESTIONABLE ftSiON. ~-v--

THE NEW PHYSICS, WHICH AS 1'RITJ01' CAPRA NOW SAYS "SHOWS THAT WE 

ABE TRYING TO APPLY THE CONCEPTS OF AN OUTDATED WORLD VIEW-THE 

MECRANIST~C WORLD VIEW 01' CARTESIAN-NEWTONIAN SCIENCE TO A REALITY 

THAT CAN NO LONGER BE UNDERSTOOD IN TERMS OF THESE CONCEPTS" WAS 
,<..v:';'4~ 

STRUGGLING TO UNDERSTAND ITSELF EUT THOSE OF US IN THE EDUeA~ON 

~ 
~'f
"" 
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PROJEct COULD NOT COMPREHEND THAT. 

WI: CONSIDERED EACH OF THESE DEVELOPMENTS THAT HAD SHAKEN MAN'S: SENSE 

OF HIMSELF W'ITHOtn SBBING THE OVO-ALL PICTtl'BE. WE COULD NOT T~ 
~& ~"\.\.~ l..~~ 

SD THAT.SINCE THE LATE 15TH CENTUltt,MAN, THE MALE, HAS BED DIS
,_. I\\.,.t .... 


MANTLDiG ..'fB MYTH OF PATRIARCHY-TO ONLY THOUGHT PA'fI'DN WE HAVE 


BAD DUllING DCORDED HISTOBY. PIECE BY PIECE BE HAS BEEN STRIPPING 


AWAY THE DAB SHROUD OF 'I'D MYTH OF REALITY INTO WleH WE AU 


ACCULTu:aATED FROM BIRTH AND LAYING BARE THE UNDDLYING ASSUMPTION 


OF HIERARCHY AND DOMINATION. IT IS THIS ASSUMPTION THAT HAS BROUGHT 


US TO THE BRINK OF A MAN-MADE ARMEGEDDON. 


AND WITH :BUR INCREASING TEMPO WE CONTINUE TO DISMANTLE PATRIARCHY 


AND SHOi HOW COMPLE'l'ELY MAN HAS EBBONEOUSLY MlTHED HIS PLACE IN 


'I'D UNIVERSE. TBE FLIGHT TO TIm MOON AND PICTURES OF THAT TINY 


EABTH, OUR ONLY ROME, HAS FORCED US INTO GLOBAL THINK AND 


.A. GBBATlm UNDEBSTANDING OF INTlmRELATIONSHIPS AND INTEBDEPENDENCE. 

TIm ENVIRONMENTAL MOVEMENT AND A DEEPER mmDSTANDING OF OUR 

RELATION TO TIm TOTALITY OF LIFE EXPANDS OUR SPIRITUALITY. TBE 

SHORTAGE OF FOSSIL FUELS HAS PUSHED US TOWARD THE SOLAR AGE • 

TIm LIST GOES ON AS YOU CAN SUGGEST FROM YOUR PERSONAL EXPERIENCE. 

--e:; "t 0 v-et h..... 


SUCH RAPID CHANGE HAS 'P~, US INTO A TIME OF CRISIS. WE AU IN 


A CRISIS OF PERCEPTION AS CAPRA STRESSES IN "THE TURNING PO INT" • 

ONE OF THE THEMES OF CHANGE THAT I NEGLECTED TO MENTION WAS "THE 


DEATH OF GOD" WHICH SOME ONE POINTED oUl'" WAS WESTERN MAN'S CONFESSION 


AND DENOTES MAN'S ALIENATION FROM FROM HIS OWN CONCEPTUALIZING 


AND HIS OWN AUTHENTICITY • 

.. /~ 

I··· . .. . -J!afr '1!D WH TBE GRJATEST FORCE OF OUR TIME:l . '~Il~~'l ~. 

FOR CHANGING OUR PERCEPTIONS~ THE NEW FDtINISM HAS NOT ONLY CRAL
~,,- \ 

.LENGED MAN'S ANDROCENTHIC VIEW OF HIM8BLFt THROUGH THE FEMINIST 1 ~q 
. --rh,:r:l- hA:> •• ,. _~~4 vw __I.-. I J... .::- __ 
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ANALYSIS OF PATftIARCHY AND TEE UNDERLYING ASSUMPTIONS ON WHICH 

>------ ALL DISCIPLINES OF LEARNING ARE BASED FEMINISM IS PLAYING A 


CREATIVE ROLE IN THE WHOLE PROCESS OF TRANSFORMATION. THE 


FEMINIST MOVEMENT IS NOT ONLY CREATING A NEW SELF-IMAGE FOR 


WOMEN BUT IrPALSO CREATING NEW MODES OF THINKING AND A NEW SYSTEM 


OF VALUBS. CAPRA SAYS THAT" •• FEMINIST SPIRITUA~TY WILL HAVE A 


PROPOUND INFLUENCE NOT ONLY ON RELIGION AND PHILOSOPHY BUT ALSO 


ON OUR SOCIAL AND POLITICAL LIFE" AND HE ADDS," BECAUSE FEMINISM IS 


A MAJOR FORCE IN OUR CULTURAL mBANSFORMATION, ESPECIALLY IN NORTH 


AMERICA AND EUROPE, IT IS LIKELY THAT THE WOMEN'S MOVEMENT WILL 


PLAY A PIVOTAL BOLE IN THE COALESCENCE OF VARIOUS SOCIAL MOVEMENTS. 


ou. f' I I 
~fj,rs~"

ONCE WE TURN OUR ATTENTION TO THE FACT THAT WE ABE TRANSFORMING u. J 
0\\ THE HUMAN EXPERIENCE WE SUDDENLY SEE AN ENDLESS NUMBER OF EXAMPLES 

OF 	 FUTURE ORIENTED EXPLORATIONS IN ALL AREAS OF LIFE AND IN ALL 

DISCIPLINES OF KNOWLEDGE. 1'LL NAME A VERY FEW BUT AN EQUAL NUMBER 
AT 

WILL COME TO YOUR MIND FOR CALIFORNIANS HAVE BE~W.AGE~EXPLORA-

TIONS FOR SO LONG IT NOW SEEMS LId DIN~~~:U>NG USED STREAMS cJ "*"tr'i rtf-
IN THE AREA 01' HEALTH 


NATURAL FOODS, HOLISTIC HEALTH. SELF-HEALING 


IN THE AUA OF THE LARGER SPIRITUALITY 

TRANSCENDENTAL MEDITATION, EASTE~ MYSTICISM 


IN 	THE AREA OF EMPOWERMENT 
NETWORKING, ACCOMPANYING RATHER THAN SERVING 
PARTICIPATORY DEMOCRACY IN PLACE OF REPRESENTATIVE DEMOCRACY 
EXAMPLE---PEACE MOVEMENTS 

IN THE ABEA OF LEARNING . 
NEW SYSTEMS APPROACH TO KNOWLEDGE. (ALL IS RELATED-

NOT ISOLATED STREAMS OF THOUGHT) 

IN 	ENVIRONMENT AND ECOLOGY 

CITIZENS MOVEMENTS PIONEERED BY RALPH NADER 


IN ECONOMICS 
'"--/ CONSUMER MOVEMENTS, COOPERATIVES/ECOLOGICALLY HARMONIOUS 

LIFE STYLES 

Tlte. ~~H~ bf 6// ~f -r-hes~ e)(.?k;"~t1~-s 
-p1J/rr~ +~ C!:I re r/o-te"fo, a"7 /n t!..,c)" scioCJ,~~ ~ 

(;;3 
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IN THE REALM OF RELIGION THERE APPEARS·TO BE A SHIFT AWAY FROM A 

RELIGION MEDIATED BY AUTHORITIES TO ONE OF DIRECT SPIRITUAL 

EXPERIENCE. ~ SHIFT FROM BELIEF TO KNOWIN~ THERE IS A GROWING 

SENSE THAT WHATEVER ANSWERS THERE ARE TO OUR QUEST FOR MEANING 

MUST COME FROM WITHIN OURSELVES. 

THIS NEW CONSCIOUSNESS PROMISES TO RELEASE A NEW SPIRITUAL FORCE 

TRANSCENDING RELIGIOUS AND CULTURAL BOUNDARIES, DRAWING US INTO 

A SENSE OF ONENEiQ--ONENESS, NOT ONLY WITH THE HUMAN COMMUNITY 

GLOBALLY BUT ONENESS WITH THE TOTALITY OF LIFE. OUR ENVIRONMENT 

LIVES. - ~\~~ 

WE ARE MOVING INTO ACUI..TuRAL .AWAKENING, A NEW BEGINNING, A NEW 
_ ev...~ l- \,...,..,~.... V'.l.";''''·' "tt~ r~ \,.1"0 ...... (~..... ~ ~ 'f. ( "t!:>'~ 

GENESIS. ROBIN MORGAN IN THE ANATOMY OF FREEDOM SAYS. FEMINISM IS, 

AT THIS MOMENT AND ON THIS PLANET, THE DNA/RNA CALL FOR SURVIVAL 

AND FOR THE NEXT STEP IN EVOLUTION-AND EVEN BEYOND THAT. FEMINISM 

IS, IN ITS METAPHYSICAL AND META FEMINIST DYNAMIC, THE HELIX OF 

HOPE THAT WE HUMANS HAVE FOR COMMUNICATION WITH WHATEVER LIES 

BEFORE US IN THE VAST WITTY MYSTERY OF THE UNIVERSE." 

IT IS IN THIS SETTING-THE RELENQUISHMENT OF TRADITIONAL CONCEPTUAL

IZING, WHICH WE CALL PATRIZRCHY: AND REACHING FOR A NEW WORLll, 

VISION. A NEW CONSCIOUSNESS~~T~iwiTUim~~~J~~~6;,·,·r 
TIME TOGETHER AT THIS DISTRICT MEETING. 

THE FUTURE BY RESOLUTION. 

-LrJ 
WE ABE Rfi!IIJ~lT~ffiG THE TRADITIONAL WORLD VIEW-THE tpBjIls13T'f TOTgU lilAY ~F 

THe: 
CONC;GP'I'Q1Y512lFNG-ijHfi!RB ~ UNDERLYING ASSUMPTION HOLDS THAT THERE IS A 

HIERARCHY IN RELATIONSHIPS , THAT MAN IS UP AND ALL ELSE IS 
....pf3o rlGIlrI.t. 

BELOW. I 

USE MY BLOCKS TO REPRESENT THIS. GOD ON HIGH - WELL, FOR HUMANISTS, 
'J.4 

GOD ALONGSIDE MAN-WITH WOMEN, CHILDREN, ANIMALS , PLANTS AND THE EARTH 




-- -- - -

ON THE LADDER BELOW. 


'--_' 	 IT IS IN THIS SETTING WITH ALL THE SYMPTOMS OF THE CURRENT CRISIS OF .~ 

CHANGE SURROUNDING US THAT WE CONSIDER THE ISSUE OF THE DAY-

SYMPTOMS SUCH AS: 

THE THREAT OF TOTAL DESTRUCTION IN A NUCLEAR HOLOCAUST 


MASSIVE STARVATION GLOBALLY 


A MALFUNCTIONING ECONOMIC SYSTEM 


ENERGY SHORTAGES 


POLLUTION 

THREATENED AND DISSAPEARING SPECIES \~ 


HUMAN DESTRUCTION OF OUR ECOSYSTEM .-~ • 


MANY MORE THAT YOU CAN NAME =-~ j,fr:/~~{L;~~G

~L.li"IfM' J1R&11I -!f61Di1l.C1re f/~De,d'" +re<:It Jn9 The tS y Inrt!lt! 
~u,..t,.°r~ ~;;;t 1~m;)'1 ""/b t-lJe r«J-r (!dW'e. 

-____._r" THE FUTURE BY RESOLUTION 

InHA~RE " 
PUT 	TO ME AS A QUESTION---CAN WE MOVE THE DENOMINATION 

II 
tOWRRD THE FUTURE BY RESOLUTION!MY FIRST IMPULSE WOULD BE TO SAY LeUDLY 

AND CLEARLY NO!! 

THERE WAS A TIME. NOT TOO LONG AGO WHEN I THOUGHT THE REVERSE AND MY 

ANSWER WOULD HAVE BEEN AN EMPHATIC , YES!! - -rh tJ +- ~ hllJ s whe i') 
e~'Y T WaJ S cf/ -re. f'D r- J-y) i 6 til ~:'-' j , 'ii, o(~ 

IT MAY HAVE BEENASIX YEARS AGO TODAY THAT IT OCCURRED TO MH: WHILE SHOVELLING 

SNOW, THAT MAYBE-JUST MAYBE- WE COULD~~ THE UNDERLYING BAS~~~_ ASSUMP 
.-;~ JC' ~ 111r......... \'l..;.4t#U>-7I:;,:'un-,Ir'r,olll 

t:tON ON WHICH OUR 'Vl!N'Trt~L RELIGIOUS MYTH IS BASED.- THAT ~sm'9"QM, 
~y " -;;- 

THAT THE ~AL HUMAN B~';i~E MALES AND WOMEN ARE THE OTHER AND THE 

RESULT THAT THIS FIRST~RELATIONSHIP ON THE HIERARCHICAL LADDER , WHICH 

WE CALL SEXIsr·f.IS BASIC TO ALL OTHER ASPECTS OF DOMINATION. 
'--,. 	 ~~ ----,.. 

http:SEXIsr�f.IS
http:f61Di1l.C1
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WE UNITARIAN UNIVERSALISTS, I REASONED,WOULD GLADLY WORK TO CHANGE THAT 

ASSUMPTION, ~ ~ASOReD, FOR WE ARE ON THE CUTTING EDGE OF S~ETAL CHANGE 
'--.---

AND,NOW THAT FEMINISM HAD POINTED OUT THE SITUATION, ALL THAT WASA!EEDED 
Uq~ ~A~ 

IN THf: ~E!!iOPHnFt'f:roN WAS A REMINDER, ArGHAIi.~. AND NOW WE COME TO 
~~ ~S,"'~ .,.. I""'~hf-

THE BIG LEAP- MAYBE THE ~ESOLUTION WAS AN ENTRY FOR A LAY VOICE THAT 

WAS INTERESTED IN CHANGING THE WAY WE PERCEIVED RELATIONSHIPS. ~ .. 

, _ ~ 6. 14... l.J..::I~~...p -:J-./.......o................. &e II


f rCMI~'::i: YOU YOUR BREATH---WllAT INNOCENCE !--~~:-SA~ING UNDER ~ 
NON~THE LESS, I PUT THE SHOVE" IN THE SNOW BANK AND WE~T INTO TH~USE_:O 
Wrile ",.it ..,.he WUUI v CDJrfe~ oW? ~ tm"-'~.- ~ ~ THE; FIRST DRAFT (OF 'Y¥'@ij;)HjEiD8 THAT WERE TO FOLLOW) OF WHAT IS NOW 

KNOWN ~Ar~~N~;~'R~~~;:--~SOLUTION WHICH WAS UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED 

AT THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY IN CORNELL THE FOLLOWING SUMMER. 

IN THE SEVEN YEARS SINCE CORNELL I HAVE LEARNED A LOT ABOUT WHAT HAPPENS 

(9'le) ~Qspe.o~a/l'1 
WHE~A LAY PERSON T~STO EFFECT IDEOLOGICAL AND INSTITUTIONAL CHANGE 

THROUGH THE RESOLUTION PROCESS. IT IS LIKE TRYING TO PRY A BOULDER UP AN 

INCLINE WITH A TOOTH PICK. THE TOOL IS SIMPLY TOO FRAIL. 

BUT JUST IN CASE ANYONE ONE IS INTERESTED IN TRYING TO DO THE SAME, 
;S A.. "Ii> 

HERE ~ SOME HI NT4{ THAT APPL". TO ALL RESOLUTION WRITING. 

¥-. THERE ARE THREE VERY IMPORTANT STEPS THAT RESOLUTIONS ENCOUNTER. THERE 

ARE MORE BUT THE ~NES I PARTICULARLY EMPHASISE COME IN THIS ORDER 

IMPLEMENTATION 

IMPLEMENTATION 

IMPLEMENTATION 

IF YOUR RESOLUTION FINDS ITS WAY THROUGH THE OBSTACLES ALON': T'EJii'! WA..Y AND IS 

ADOPTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY YOU LOSE ALL CONTROL. YOU HAVE, IN EFFECT" 

GIVEN YOUR GIFT TO THE LEADERSHIP OF THE UUA. FROM TH~N ON THEY ARE IN -~-

CONTROL. 
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I REMIND YOU THAT I SPEAK FROM THE LAY PERSON PERSPECTIVE, INDEED FROM 

THE PERSPECTIVE OF THE WOMAN IN THE PEW-THE WEAKEST SPOT IN THE DENOM

INATIONAL HIERARCHY. THAT IS WHY I EMPHASIZE NOT ONLY THAT I AM AN OUTSIDER 

BY INTENTION-THAT IS~OUTSIDE THE DENOMINATIONAL LEADERSHIP~BUT ALSO 
- W~ rol'""I..J" n 

THAT I SEE MYSELF AS A CHANGE AGENT WITHOUT PORTFOLIO. ~ ONE OF THE 
~ ~ . 

LESSONS WB HAVE ~ LEARNED IS THAT REALITY IS STAND-POINT DETERMINED 
lll~trltE' X£." STA-ff'D AFPee-+S\VU~T .. ;J0tl

AND THAT Wi: lWi'];"UiiUCi:T Pa:~1aI'lJ¥ IN WWi: PPOQiiOO OF L09KIL ~'I' I. \. 

~Ee. 

ELIZABETH JANEWAY IN HER BOOK TITLED"POWERS OF THE WEAK" HELPS ~ 
Sa::: peW."" !i..If!P'J~A;,h)l1$ 

@!f US 6U 'fUJ!: O"I~DfEE OOR M1'tmT\' IN A NEW LIGHT. HER PRIME SUBJECTS 

AMONG THE WEAK ARE WOMEN BUT MINORITIES AND OTHER GROUPS QUALIFY IN 

PARTICULAR INSTANCES. SHE SAYS:'1THE SIGNIFICANCE OF WHAT THE WEAK ARE TOOLD 

IS "REALLY THERE" HAS BEEN FILTERED THROUGH THE HEADS OF THOSE WHO SEE THEIR- . 
ROLE AS BEING IN CHARGE: IN CHARGE OF PUBLIC LIFE, IN CHARGE OF MORALITY, 

AND MOST IMPORTANT OF ALL, IN CHARGE OF DECIDING WHAT"S IMPORTANT." 

" 
~<

'\ 
~ THIS APPLIES TO THE WAY RESOLUTIONS ARE IMPLEMENTED. WE ALL KNOW 

t> 
UPRIGHT FILING CASES AND ALSO THE ROUND KIND THAT SIT ON 

FLOOR AND IN THE CASE OF MANY RESOLUTIONS WE CAN NEVER BE SURE WHICH 

ILE WAS THEIR FORTUNE. 

IF YOUR ~ESOLUTION HAS ENOUGH POPULAR APPEAL THOSE IN CHARGE MAY UNDER

TAKE IT I S IMPLEMENTATION BUT KEEP IN MIND THAT T~~I1T 'i~R ARE IN A 

POSITION TO TELL YOU, AND OF COURSE ALL THE REST OF US)WHAT YOUR RESO

LUTION IS ABOUT-FROM THEIR PERSPECTIVE OF COURSE. BE SURE TO KEEP IN 

MIND THAT THERE IS NOTHING INDESCREET OR INTENTIONAL ABOUT ALL OF THIS. 

IT IS SIMPLY THE .WAY OUR SYSTEM OF POWER WORKS AND ONE CAN SEE IT IN 

ALL ORGANIZATIONS ONCE ONE BECOMES AWARE OF IT. SO YOUR RESOLUTION MAY 

SAIL OFF IN THE OPPOSITE DIRECTION OF WHAT YOU HAD INTENDED. 
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OR THE WORK THAT YOU HAVE DONE MAY BE SUBSUMED OR CREDITED TO OTHERS. 

WE HAVE LEARNED THAT HISTORICALLY WOMEN'S CONTRIBUTIONSHAVE.flEEN ERASED 
U a.. J:lJII SR:J,ey - -~--

AND AS A RESULT HISTORY IS ACTUALLY THAT--~S STOR~. WOMEN CONTINUE TO 

I" """he"U~BE ERASED AND THEIR WORK TAKEN OVER AND ~ED BY OTHERS~ I WANT TO 

SIGHT AN INSTANCE WHEN, IN THE ERASURE OF WOMEN'S CONTRIBUTION, 

THE ACTION OF FOUR DISTRICTS INCLUDING THE PACIFIC CENTRAL DISTRICT 

WAS ALSO ERADICATED. I REFER TO AN ARTICLE IN THE NOVEMBER 15TH U.U. 

WO~BER THE H~8B~N~XPLOEE THE FRONTIERS OF GROWTH" THERE WERE THREE 
~H,t>I-~ 

ARTICLES, ONE TITLED" DENOMINATION ASKED TO RESTATE ITS BASIC BELIEFS. " 

THA'¥ tt'R~IClSB I~ I1{jCI::tJ~!!D IN yOUR PACKEi' AND I::OO'KS bIKE! 'fHIS. YOU lilt¥" 

WANT TO 'I'U~i YO IT PuR I SHALL ~E mIHM~1'I:BOUT· A SPECIFic PART oF' THM" 

ARTTC1sE ni A F~W MfNU1'Es. 73e~,...., V\J ~ 4-.11::: ~+!ha.:f- 1tN:)J) 

LJ/ r ~ _ a ,,+;cJ 'l.. le.i' w-t'- -T4to U you., \ U 
a 

h I' elfpe.,,~~ (Lr 

'(/fItt,. L.a.et. 7V'Y" ~ \"Y"\ Y"c"\.\.I &"'1- () e r' eo. hc:...~ • 
THE PRINCIPLES REVISION I~ A DItECT OUTGROWTH OF THE EFFORT TO IMPLEMENT 

THE "WOMEN AND RELIGION" RESOLUTION .. IN L~79 AT THE GRAILVILLE 

« ~ 


CONVOCATION ON WOMEN AND RELIGION I REQUESTED AND LED A WORKSHOP TITLED 

INSTITUTIONAL ROLES. THERE ALREADY EXISTED THREE RESOLUTIONS ABOUT 

GETTING EQUAL OPPORTUNITY FOR WOMEN IN THE MINISTRY AND IN INSTITUTIONAL 

ROLES AND THAT WORK SHOULD HAVE BEEN DONE WITH THOSE RESOLUTIONS AS THE 

BASIS. BUT NO ONE REMEMBERS RESOLUTIONS ONE YEAR AFTER THE NEXT , MUCH 

LESS FOR 13YEARS. 

THE RESPONSE TO THAT GRAILVILLE WORKSHOP WAS SURPRISING. MANY OF THOSE 

WHO ATTENDED STAYED UP MOST OF THE NIGHT REWRITING THE PRINCIPLES FROM 

A FEMINIST PERSPECTIVE. THEY REPORTED THEIR WORK TO THE CONVOCATION 

AND WERE TOLD TO CARRY ON-TAKING THEIR WORK TO THEIR CHURCHES. 
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THEY WERE BACK AGAIN AT THE CONVOCATION IN EAST LANSING I~ AND 

~~ k.. ~~ 'b ~'tf-. ~."" 
FOLLOWING THE WORK THEY DID THERE'THE CONVOCATION VOTED TO HAVE THE 


SUGGESTED VERSION TAKEN TO DISTRICTS TO BE CONSIDERED FOR THE AGENDA 


OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY IN PHILADE,LPPHHIA. AT YOU~RESOLUTIONS MEETING 

,,~~~Jv' 

IN 1981-TWO YEARS AGO- YOU VOTED TO SUBMIT THAT SUGGESTED VERSION OF 

PRINCIPLES REVISION TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY IN PHILADELPHIA. 

THE ARTICLE IN YOUR PACKET IS THE FIRST AND ONLY STORY THAT HAS APPEARED 


IN THE UU WORLD-THE WAY THE WHOLE MEMBERSHIP IS INFORMED ABOUT WHAT IS 


HAPPENING- ABOUT THE PRINCIPLES REVIEW. THAT STORY IGNORES THE LONG 


AND DETAILED WORK THAT WOMEN DID AND THE ROLE OF FOUR DISTRICTS~' "IN---: 
 THE 


OUTLINED PARAGRAPH WE AND POSTERITY ARE TOLD THAT THE EFFORT TO C~RIFY 


PURPOSES AND PRINCIPLES WAS INITIATED AT GA/81. IN THE ~:~ ~EN~...~", 
WE ARE INFORMED THAT WOMEN DELEGATES PUT FORTH A PROPOSAL WI~.I.CIL.+GNQ.RES1 

~~~,.",".A·"<!l 

BOTH THE FACT OF ITS LONG DEVELOPMENT BY WOMEN AND THE ,SUPPOR'I;:o::::tOF THF;, ',,' 
~ r~~,..., ~ ~~~. otr 

DISTRICTS. FINAL~Y.,.WE A!:!, TOLD THAT THE PURPOSE"'IS TO "DEGENDERIZE THE 
" }t..AJr __~-

LANGUAGE~~~ MISLEADING ALL READERS AND IGNORING THE FACT THAT 

THE ISSUE IS ONE OF CONCEPTUALIZATION AND PERSPECTIVE. - We ""usT 4:1:. 
I~ 14 i,.n eh~e... (J)..p --I-all:"t:f .us whl,Jl- we. OU£+ -io I:::'no"1J , 

¥. \l lV.t'P is re t""../linq he,. 5":...'f~u{~ ~i<"~i.",",...,J I?/I"/pl's ~ 
WITH THI~"1N'ftRP~ATION IT...J;;S EASY~O l;10VE FORWARD ANoAENTRENCH THE 

.,...". ,II fit '-'/'tIne"pf" c..o ,.1111 n ~ 
DENOMINATION DEEPER INTO THE LIMITED PERCEPTIONS OF PATRIARCHY. I RAISE 

\l If 
THE QUESTION: WILL WOMEN PERMIT THEIR WORK TO BE ERASED IN THIS MANNER?' 

WILL THE DISTRICTS THAT ENDORSED THE SUBMITTED VERSION OF THE PRINCIPLES 
~l 

PERMIT THEIR VOICE TO BE SILENCED? AS. TATE gnhNGEl 6Uft emWCIOUStiElSS WE!

=rh~+ '4/4.'* 6 eo C!" t!!I S Y . WIM ALSO CHAotiG!!!: PowER REUWIQNSII!PS. 

~y a '-k.; ,) ~ T/)es. e. t!:£. f.t to If...J.it) "6 
WE ARE OPENING UP A NEW "ISM" --"ELITEISM". JUST AS WE MUST CALL INTO 

QUESTION THE ASSUMPTION THAT THE VIEW FROM THE MALE STANDPOINT IS THE ONLY 

HUMAN VIEW SO WE MUST BEGIN TO CALL INTO QUESTION THE ASSUMPTION THAT THE 

VIEW FRJf~; THE LEADERSHIP PERSPECTIVE IS WHOLLY REPRESENTATIVE. 

http:FINAL~Y.,.WE


--/"1

AND WHILE WE A~~A~~ THIS LINE I WOULD POINT OUT THAT WE 

ARE INVOL~D~N A REBODUTIONS PROCESS REVIEW AND TH~RE IS NOT A, SINGLE f 

(1("$b le.,..,..,; tIl-P 	 l~~4~ ",. J 
MENTION OF IMPLEMENTATION OF RESOLUTION1-ONLY A CONCERN FOR T~~~~~~--

OJ! ,.. c.~ r"",+;Q n d e."...lot ...,., tn...,.. - "+-I. ... f "oc.e~s. 
JTHAT WE ARE INVOLVED IN HERE TODAY. 	 f~ 

RESOLUTIONS ARE GENERALLY EXPRESSIONS OF A CONCERN FOR CHANGE. UNITARIAN 

UNIVERSALISTS HAVE LONG WORKED FOR CHANGE. IN SUPPORTING THE FREE AND DIS

CIPLINED SEARCH FOR TRUTH WE HAVE WORKED FOR CHANGE WITHIN WHAT IS NOW BE

COMING OUR OUTMODED REALITY. 

AS INDIVIDUALS MANY OF YOU HERE TODAY ARE AT THE SAME TIME INTENTIONALLY 


OR INTUITIVELY REACHING FOR THE NEW REALITY, THE NEW CONSCIOUSNESS BY 


PARTICIPATING IN ONE OR MORE OF THE NEW AGE GROUPS THAT ARE SPRINGING UP 


ALL AROUND US. 
 .. 
'y'vrl'J.".iJ 

THE UUA IS 21 YEARS OLD. ~ CBL~BR~D THAT FACTAAT THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

LAST YEAR. IT HAS BEEN 21 YEARS SINCE 	MERGER. THE DENOMINATION HAS
\;\Ht h c1c::t- to""'" ',9\ e.4 -++en-....... ....1-) oQ. 

COME OF AGE AS A NEW AGE IS BECOMING. 	 Hi! 'Mt Ilm!!::::Of:f:r{ PRINCIPL(!f~REFLECT 

THAT FACT. YOU OF THE PACIFIC CENTRAL DISTRICT, ACCUSTOMED AS YOU ARE TO 
~ \\",;....-~ ~~''':'''J'~-~;~ 111'J &fJ,.. ~6",-1""U 't..,rIoo 

GEOLOGICAL SHOCK WAVES WILWRGE THE DENOMINATION TO EMBRACE THE CULTURAL 

SHOCK WAVES OF THE FUTURE. 

I+ wo'll +c-Jt:.~ 4--1- ~~~ 
,.W:J;:!;PH RESOLUTION Wi! ';;!;\N REACH""rHE FUTURE BY RESOLUTION. 

n 

"...,
1\ \ 

http:y'vrl'J.".iJ

