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June 23, 1?*7
tr IgA General ,{ssenbly Flensry

Luc 13,e Lon$"rrlew

FqtI..;IgH EEqqruTi{i}irerc

fhe lnplementatlon of the lfomen and. Bellglon resolutlon ls
revolutlonlzlng the U:ilterlan Unlversellst Assoclatlon and I have

a few mlnutes to let you ln on the secret.

?he resolutlon psssed the L977 General Assembly unanluously,

s.lnfucal dlscusslon, no d.ebate, Few, 1f any of those present, lrn-

agLned that an lnnocent soundlng resolutlon t1t1ed. "Wonen and" Ee-

llglon" eou1d, Llke the froJen Horse, have anythlng of consequenee

1nsld.e,

Ten years alread.y and. the resolutLon 1s allve, well and- chang-

1nE the underlylng essuEiptlons of our re1lElous conruunlty. Yet

le.plementatlon has barely begun.

The pu:rpose of thls resolutlon was to reLease the sp1r1tua1Lty

of romen from the mlscgyny so prevalent 1n the scrlptures and. Fro-
phetlc statements of gLobeL rellglons and. especlally of the JuCeo-

Chrlstlan herltage. It was those rcty statements whlch we, as $o-

aen lgnorant of the lnp1lcatlons of our foruer UUA Frlnclplesr had.

agreeil to cherlsh and. spread".

lJhet 1s not generally ecknowled.ged. ls the fact that hnpleuen-

tatlon of the llomen end. Bel1glon resolutlon wes lnstnuaentaL ln
openlng the l.Inltarlan Unlversallst Prlnelplee for revler and. re-
vlElon, A rorkshop requested. by a partlctpant et the GralLvtl-Le,

Oh1o,lJouen and. 8eL1g1on Conferenee Ln lg79 consliered" whether the

twenty-year old. prr.nclplee afflrmed. yonen ae they afftrned. Een,
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She answer ras "nol".'Iilor", ea.ld" those present, 'do they ln-
d.lcate a respect for the totellty of ltfe and for the earth rhlsh
lre &een lnportant. " ?he d.rlve for the revlslon of the UUA Prln-
clples began that nlght. The process ?res slEnlflcant, irlonen,

helf of humanlty' have hlstorlcelly been excLud.ed. frou shaptng re-
Llglous trad.ltlons, In thts lnstance' 1n oontrast to the alL-maLe

comalttee at Eerger, ?r'onen coaprlsed. the maJorlty of the seven

aember norklng Eroup.

fhat comnlttee reported. to General Assenbly ln Columbus ln
1981' and. en s$endment was ad.cled- frou the fIoor, by a uale feal-
n1st, I'& to1d.. fhst amend.ed report,then approved. by the General

Assembl"y and. agaln a year later ln Atlanta,estabLlshed the eument

stateaent of UUA Frlnclples,
new

fhe nerr Prlnclples turned. the Denomlnatlon toward. a,/consclous-

ness exectly because of the anend"ment aad.ed from the floor ln Co1-

r:nbus."ile covenant to afflrt and. pronote" lt says' '*f;E$PSCt rSH

rIE INTSBDEPE$DEN? l.iEE OF ALL E)CISIENSS OT WHIqS E ANE * PERT I

-
the seyenth Prlnctple turns the Denornlnatlon torard a l,l.fe-

glvlng future. .

T $EW BEGINISING

A T{EW PABADIGI{

a NEW AEALI*= CO$S*RUC* BASED OII FEr,lINrSr lrALt E8.

Instead. of hlerarchy belng the und.erlytng essumptlon of our

rorLd. vlew wlth d.oalnatlon and. oppresslon assursed., the ourent

Prlnclples ernbrace a sense of sonneetednes and respect for the

totaltty of }lfe that $omen narneil et the rorkshop 1n Gral].vllle.
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fhe new Btatement of Prlnclples ls the nost vlelble and. the

most revol.utlonary aecompJ.lshrent oi , d.ecad.e rlth the n'i,Io&etr and.

Bellglon" resolutlon. fhe'seventh Prlnc1p1e,ln partlcular, car-

rles,d.eepens and- broadens the egal-ltarlan concept of the"l,iotren

and Bellglon"resolut1on and. glves us a besle und.erlylng assunptlon

on whlch our denomlnatlon cen bulld, toxarC. an all-lncLuslve future,

A less vlslble but equally ilnportant resuLt of e d.ecad.e rrrlth

the "lfonen and. Eellglon"resolutlon ls the conlng to awaleness

that ls taklng place anong us, l.Iomen's splrltual-1ty 1s belng

released fron the fetters of patrlarchel consclousness,

?here was a tlme before patrlarchy--lf you don't recell,
ccneult "Cakes for the Queen of Ees?en" by Shlrley Bank. It ls
e ruch need-ed. and. valued. semlnar serles to help us reelalrn anC

en*oepass women's long-burled rellglous story.

iiopefull-y there "rr111 be a tlme after patrlarchy. If Llfe 1s

to contlnue on thls planet we must hasten that day's comlng. Ehe

LIUA took 1ts flrst step ?oirard e I!.fe-glvlag future by ad.opilng

the new verston of the Prlnc1p1es, How we d.eflne and velue re-

l"atlonshlps w1th1n the lnterd.ependent web rrllL d.eterrclne rhether

tre are 1n d.eed" and. ln actlon free of the ases old custon of nanlng

by the powerful,

S}:ts d.sy snd hefficeforth we resch far a f eslntr st f uture I
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